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No two trips planned with Historic Hotels of Europe are the same. 
Each of our properties brims with top-class service and fascinating 
stories to tell, with ties to local culture that can connect you to a 
wealth of new and authentic European experiences. 

Amazing memories are just waiting to be made, both in and 
outside of our hotels’ doors. Whether they've been around for 
decades or centuries, they're masterful at preserving their roots 
while meeting the needs of modern living: serving as your perfect 
home away from home while you dive into your destination. 
Choose from our Collection, and you'll have the trip of a lifetime... 
every time.

Yours sincerely,

Barbara Avdis
Vice-Chairman of the Board of Directors
Historic Hotels of Europe
www.HistoricHotelsofEurope.com

Welcome to theWelcome to the
Historic Hotels of EuropeHistoric Hotels of Europe

THE HOME OF ENCHANTING ESCAPES AND 
REMARKABLE RETREATS
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LET’S HIT THE SLOPES!
6 EUROPE 
SKI HOLIDAYS 
YOU’RE BOUND TO LOVE

SKI DESTINATIONS 
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Between the feeling of zipping down snowkissed slopes, enjoying 
hot chocolate with a view of sprawling mountaintops and cosying up 
in front of a fireplace every night, Europe ski holidays really do have 
everything. We can’t get enough of them… which is why it’s great that 
there are so many to choose from across the continent! 

Photo: Ski lift in the Alps, South Tyrol, Italy
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SKI DESTINATIONS 

Hotel Falken and Grindelwald skiing
Just a short walk from the station and the main street of car-free Wengen, Hotel Falken is a 
Victorian-style stay furnished in traditional alpine style. Think wooden floors, chandeliers and 
centuries-old furniture which transport you back to 19th-century glory. Whether you crave steep 
peaks or gentle, wide runs, the local area has plenty of choice for skiers. There’s pistes galore on the 
Grindelwald side, served by wonderfully speedy chairlifts.  
www.hhe.travel/falken

WENGEN, SWITZERLAND
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Skiing in Europe doesn’t get any better 
than in Switzerland. High up on the best 
places to indulge in the winter sport is 
the formidable Corvatsch/Furtschellas 
ski area, which contains a multitude of 
winter sports areas covering a huge stretch 
of ground. Special touches include its 
magical ‘snow nights’, where you get to ski 
down the country’s longest floodlit slope. 
The resort also boasts a single malt whisky 
distillery sitting 3,300 metres above sea 
level, making it the highest single malt 
whisky distillery in the world! 
Now that’s what we call a special touch… 
and if special is what you’re after, make 
Hotel Waldhaus Sils your hotel of choice, 
too. This legendary five-star forest lodge 
is nestled among some of Switzerland’s 
finest rural scenery, and is an exemplar of 
hospitality as well: having won The Historic 
Hotels of Europe Customer Care Award in 
2013. There’s a lot to love...
www.hhe.travel/waldhaus-sils

ST. MORITZ, SWITZERLAND

Hotel Waldhaus Sils and Corvatsch/
Furtschellas
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SKI DESTINATIONS 

LJUBLJANA, SLOVENIA

Make Antiq Palace your winter base to 
add the final flourish to your snowkissed 
stay. Based in the heart of the capital 
and brimming with majestic old-world 
charm, it’s close to Ljubljana’s most iconic 
landmarks and all the ski-based fun.
www.hhe.travel/antiq-palace

Antiq Palace and Kranjska Gora
Out of more than 100 ski areas in Slovenia, the biggest and best is in Ljubljana. 
Kranjska Gora is where the world cup competitions are held, and with slopes for all 
levels of experience, it’s unsurprising that it’s one of the best places for tourists to go 
when skiing in Europe too. Less than a half-hour drive from the city centre is Krvavec 
ski resort, named the best winter sports region of Slovenia multiple times. 
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Don’t want a long commute between your 
bedroom and your ski set? Hotel L’Helios 
and SPA bridges that gap wonderfully. 
The chalet is actually based on the Doron’s 
slope overlooking Les 3 Vallées – the 
largest linked ski area in the world – so you 
can switch between skiing and relaxing 
with ultimate ease. Enjoy a traditional 
French snack at the hotel’s creperie, “2 de 
Doron”, before jumping into one of the 
resort’s 180 ski lifts and heading up to your 
favourite mountaintop. Or book a quick 
massage at the hotel’s spa before stocking 
up on ski equipment at the handy onsite 
store. Europe ski holidays were never so 
convenient – or so exhilarating..
www.hhe.travel/helios

MERIBEL, FRANCE

Hotel L’Helios & SPA and Les 3 Vallées
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SOUTH TYROL, ITALY

Hotel Alte Goste and Kronplatz

A mountain mutiny, Kronplatz is 
an exception to the usual rough 
and rugged Dolomite terrain. It’s 
like a smooth cone, a poster boy for 
the perfect slope – as if purposely 
sculpted for adrenaline-pumping 
skiing. Fast long pistes provide 
thrill-seekers with the ultimate 
descent, while beginners can cruise 
at their own pace on gentler slopes. 

Then, after a day hurtling down 
the mighty mountain, linger in 
a herbal bath, warm up in the 
sauna or enjoy a recharging 
treatment at Hotel Alte Goste. 
Book in for the weekend and soak 
up the Dolomites from your very 
own bedroom in this charming 
hideaway, first mentioned in a 
document in 1142. 
www.hhe.travel/alte-goste

SKI DESTINATIONS 
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Did you know that members of the 
British Royal Family reportedly visit 
Klosters each year? This stunning 
spot shares more than 250 kilometres 
of slopes (and endless thrills!) with 
Davos, and visitors can access the 
entire area using just one ski pass. 
From towering mountaintops 
zip down red, black or off-piste 
runs straight back down into the 
characterful village, where your hotel 
is waiting. Hotel Chesa Grischuna 
has been the favourite haunt of 
well-known names and historic 
figures since 1938. Nowadays, it offers 
heartwarming fare and comfortable 
rooms within a classic chalet-style 
setting. Holidays just don’t get more 
charming than this.
www.hhe.travel/grischuna

KLOSTERS, SWITZERLAND

Hotel Chesa Grischuna and Davos 
Klosters skiing
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 CELEBRITY GUESTS

THROUGH THE 
KEYHOLE:
Discover who lived 
and stayed in Europe's 
most historic hotels

Despite the many unique features that set each 
of our historic hotels apart, many of them can say 
they’ve experienced the same thing at one point or 
another: celebrity guests! Plenty of the properties in 
our Collection have been around for centuries and, 
as such, have seen several famous folks and historic 
characters step through their doors. Here are just 
a few of them (and a bit about the properties that 
played host)... 

Photo: Grand Hotel et de Milan, Italy14    The Historic Traveller  |  HistoricHotelsofEurope.com
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MILAN, ITALY

Grand Hotel et de Milan
The Grand Hotel et de Milan is your portal right into the heart of Italian history and culture. Sleek, 
stylish and in the centre of thriving Milan, it’s just a short walk away from the best places to eat, 
drink and shop as well as landmarks like the Duomo Cathedral: an unmissable sight and spiritual 
experience rolled into one. A variety of charming and decadent restaurants and bars on-site, as well 
as luxury five-star accommodation, make The Grand one of Italy’s most exceptional historic hotels. 
You’ll want to try it out for yourself presto. www.hhe.travel/grand-hotel-milan 

Who stayed here?
This hotel has always been a favourite 
among the famous. Crafted by the 
architect Andrea Pizzala, who also created 
Milan’s Galleria De Cristoforis, it’s since 
been the haunt of diplomats, musicians 
and actors along with prestigious names 
including the Italian composer, Giuseppe 
Verdi, who put himself on the musical 
map by writing operas like Otello. The 
Polish painter Tamara de Lempicka and 
soprano Maria Meneghini Callas also 
stayed here among many, many others. 

 CELEBRITY GUESTS
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HAVERFORDWEST, WALES

Roch Castle
Roch Castle is defined by its drama (on 
the outside, at least!). High above the 
Pembrokeshire landscape, this hill-
topped castle looks as though it was 
built for epic quests and adventures. 
Those who are lucky enough to book 
one of the six rooms here can look 
forward to personable five-star service, 
including breakfast made to order 
and a glorious Sun Room. With floor 
to ceiling glass walls and an alfresco 
viewing platform, you couldn’t ask for a 
better seat in the house from which to 
admire the Welsh countryside.
www.hhe.travel/roch-castle

Who stayed here?
Roch Castle has over 800 years of history 
ingrained within its walls and has been home 
to Norman knights, lords, viscounts and other 
notable figures. One of these
was Lucy Walter, who was the mistress of 
King Charles II and bore his child, the Duke 
of Monmouth. Another, and the first known 
inhabitant of the castle, was a Norman knight 
by the name of Adam de Rupe. As myth has it, 
Adam received a prophecy from an old woman 
saying that he would die from a snakebite 
within a year. Scared, he built Roch Castle on 
top of a rocky outcrop and hid at the top… but 
one day, his servant brought him a basket of 
logs in which a snake was hiding. It did indeed 
bite him and he died - or so the story goes!
. 
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CONNEMARA, IRELAND

It’s hard not to fall in love with 
Ireland’s rugged and rural splendour, 
particularly when you’re in one of our 
most striking historic hotels next to 
the Wild Atlantic Way. This is where 
Renvyle House Hotel has been for 
decades, delighting guests with its 
standout hospitality and location… 
often at once. The property’s outdoor 
Canadian hot tub allows you to enjoy 
the area’s birdsong as you recline and 
relax. Elsewhere, Renvyle’s restaurant - 
headed up by the award-winning chef 
Tim O’Sullivan - serves up divine dishes 
with ingredients from the hotel’s 
gardens and orchard. Perfection  
www.hhe.travel/renvyle

Who stayed here?
You need only look at Renvyle House Hotel’s extensive list of previous visitors to 
understand what a draw it’s always had. Oliver St. John Gogarty, the inspiration for the 
character Buck Mulligan in James Joyce’s Ulysses, once lived here. Since becoming a 
country house hotel in 1883, the property has also hosted the painter Augustus John, 
dramatist Lady Gregory, poet Yeats and politician Churchill under its roof. Quite the 
red carpet.

Renvyle House Hotel

 CELEBRITY GUESTS
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Hotel & 
Restaurant 
Schwarzer 
Bock

Who stayed here?
Hotel & Restaurant Schwarzer 
Bock used to be the favourite 
tavern of Prince Luitpold - the 
Prince Regent of Bavaria! It’s said 
that he came here to make merry 
with his officers over drinks before 
stumbling home to his castle 
(which, fortunately, was just next 
door). Legend has it he favoured 
the Ansbach Bratwurst and would 
frequently order it after a day 
of adventuring in the Bavarian 
countryside. Now that’s what we 
call a story to tell.

ANSBACH, GERMANY

Who knew medieval vibes and 
modernity could go so well together? 
This is the balance that Hotel & 
Restaurant Schwarzer Bock has 
mastered thanks to the incredible 
efforts of its hoteliers, the Fuhrmann 
family. Behind its classically stylish 
facade and traditionally furnished 
areas are a range of rooms fitted 
with all the tech you’ll need for a 
comfortable stay, including coffee 
machines and flat screen TVs. 
Don’t be fooled, though. Despite 
its contemporary quirks, this hotel 
has actually been around for many 
hundreds of years… and beloved by 
tourists and locals alike, it’s set to be 
around for many more to come. 
www.hhe.travel/schwarzer-bock
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CULTURE I EUROPE
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CAPTIVATING
CULTURE:

8 INCREDIBLE PLACES
TO CELEBRATE 

WORLD HERITAGE DAY
Call us biased, but we’d say that there’s lots to appreciate across the continent 

in particular! Make the most of World Heritage Day in Europe, this year and 
beyond, with our insights on the best activities, cities and hotels: from the 

most riveting UNESCO World Heritage sites to Europe’s lesser-known hidey 
holes and renovated properties. Where will you end up..?  

Photo: Jeronimos Monastery, Portugal HistoricHotelsofEurope.com  |  The Historic Traveller    21
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Bursting at the seams with charm, Britain’s smallest 
city is the ideal destination for those looking to 
celebrate World Heritage Day in Europe. Quaint, 
cobbled streets and enjoyable eateries are met with 
brilliant places to soak up Wales’ heritage, including 
St Davids Cathedral and Oriel y Parc Gallery, which 
houses collections from the National Museum of 
Wales alongside diverse works by local artists. 

Art lovers should take note of Blas Restaurant, too. 
Not only do the expert chefs here serve up delicious, 
local food, the restaurant itself showcases yet more 
art that captures the local landscape and culture: 
allowing you to consume a healthy dose of Welsh 
heritage with your meals.

WHERE TO STAY: 
Twy r Felin has come a long way from its 
origins as a windmill in 1806. Now, it’s Wales’ first 
contemporary art hotel, though it hasn’t given 
up its unique exterior. Choose from a range of 
exquisite bedrooms to slumber in, including 
a Windmill Tower Suite, which offers stunning 
panoramic views of the Welsh countryside.  
www.hhe.travel/felin

1 St Davids, Wales

CULTURE I EUROPE
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The centre of Bruges is a historic settlement that has been masterfully 
preserved over the centuries. Modern builds are wedged in-between 
gorgeous Gothic constructs, now synonymous with the medieval 
metropolis that’s a UNESCO World Heritage site. Keep your gaze high 
as you venture through its culture-rich streets, admiring its mix of 
architectural influences from the medieval to Neo-Gothic. 

Make sure to visit the Belfry, too. Built in the 13th century, this iconic 
tower includes a treasury (which held the city’s charters and more 
throughout the Middle Ages) and a music drum, used to play the 
tower’s 47 carillon bells. 

WHERE TO STAY: 
Adhering to the architectural 
flavour of your trip, head to 
Flanders Hotel, which was 
designed by one of the foremost 
architects of the 19th century. 
Special features include an 
idyllic indoor pool and former 
Gothic room, dating back to the 
year 1304.  
www.hhe.travel/flanders

2 Bruges, Belgium
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Gorgeous sunshine, friendly people, coastal 
views, and even a centuries-old candle 
shop. Lisbon really does have it all - and for 
those wishing to celebrate World Heritage 
Day in Europe, it should be high on your 
adventuring agenda. 

Start with a visit to Jeronimos Monastery. 
This building is Lisbon’s crowning glory of 
cultural activity. Historically, it was populated 
by monks of the Order of Saint Jerome, who 
were tasked with guiding sailors during 
the exciting Age of Discovery. Staggering 
sculptures and intricate cloisters reflect its 
maritime influences, portraying sea monsters, 
coral, rope and more. This famous sight 
also contains the tomb of Vasco de Gama: 
a famous Portguese explorer, and the first 
European to reach India by sea. 

Lisbon, 
Portugal

3

WHERE TO STAY: 
Solar Do Castelo is situated within a medieval 
castle village, built on the site of the former 
kitchens of the Royal Palace. This alone is a 
compelling reason to visit, but when you also 
factor in the property’s gorgeous gardens and 
world-class hospitality, booking a room here is 
really a no-brainer. 
www.hhe.travel/castelo

CULTURE I EUROPE
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What better way to celebrate World Heritage Day in Europe than by seeing a real 
Leonardo da Vinci painting up close? The refectory of the Convent of Santa Maria 
delle Grazie contains da Vinci’s “The Last Supper”, painted between 1495 and 1497. 
It’s widely-known as one of the world’s finest artistic masterpieces, and is something 
you should definitely see on your trip to Milan. 

The city itself is, too, something of a work of art. Springing up out of the lush, green 
Parco Sempione you’ll find the astonishingly aesthetic Sforzesco Castle, while 
nineteenth-century arcades such as Galleria Vittorio Emanuele II boast ornate 
mosaics and vaulted glass ceilings. Who knew shopping could be so stunning?

WHERE TO STAY: 
In the heart of the Italian history and 
culture you´ll findThe Grand Hotel et de 
Milan (more on page 16). 

Close to Milan - as well as to two of Italy’s 
most iconic lakes, Maggiore and Como 
- Locanda dei Mai Intees awaits. Its 
beauty is in its perfectly-restored details, 
from its 15th century frescoes to 16th 
century fireplace, perfect for snuggling 
down next to in the evenings. 
www.hhe.travel/mai-intees 

4 Milan, Italy
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CULTURE I EUROPE

In 2014, Limerick became Ireland’s first-ever City of Culture, and it more than earned the 
title. From the family-friendly King John’s Castle to the Terra Nova Fairy Garden - which 
contains an ancient “fairy fort” - there’s culture around every corner in the bright and 
lively Irish hotspot.

Perhaps most relevant to your World Heritage Day in Europe travels, though, is the 
Lough Gur Heritage Centre. Celebrating roughly 6,000 years of life, the lough now 
doubles up as an amazing nature spot and pseudo-outdoor museum. You’ll see an 
ancient stone circle, ruins and more, as well as get to learn all about the many myths and 
legends surrounding this mysterious locale. It’s a truly memorable day out. 

Limerick, Ireland5

WHERE TO STAY: 
With so much to do in Limerick, you’re 
bound to be out of doors and active for 
most of the day… so why not return to a 
spa? VOYA spa, located in the basement 
of No.1 Pery Square Hotel & Spa, offers a 
range of luxurious treatments to help you 
relax before enjoying the rest of what the 
boutique hotel has to offer, including an 
award-winning restaurant. Life doesn’t get 
any better than this. 
www.hhe.travel/one-pery-square
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Rhodes, Greece6

For equal doses of sunshine and 
heritage, look no further than 
Rhodes’ medieval city. This ancient 
stronghold is home to an incredible 
amount of history, ruled by various 
leaders from different cultures 
across the centuries. Gaze at Gothic 
and Ottoman structures - like the 
city’s ornate public baths - and learn 
all about its multi-layered past at 
the Archaeological Museum, built 
in the Hospital of the Knights over 
a period of over 500 years. The 
intricate and diverse artefacts it 
contains, such as vases and tomb 
groups, give a detailed glimpse at 
the many influences that inspired 
this medieval city, and made it the 
diverse and fascinating locale it is 
today. 

WHERE TO STAY: 
Allegory Boutique Hotel is impeccable from head to toe. 
Enchanting, rustic bedrooms contain everything you’ll 
need for a comfortable stay, while customer-focused perks 
give it an even more charming edge, including access to 
a free journal: perfect for writing down the details of your 
travels for World Heritage Day in Europe
www.hhe.travel/allegory
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Lake Constance - right on the border 
of Germany and Switzerland - is home 
to several amazing UNESCO World 
Heritage sites, making it the ideal 
place to spend World Heritage Day in 
Europe. If religious culture is your thing, 
step lightly to the monastic island of 
Reichenau, where you can explore 
various churches along with the traces 
of a Benedictine monastery, founded 
in 724. Alternatively, the prehistoric 
pile dwellings are sure to attract those 
interested in historic communities. 
These remains used to belong to 
homes that sat on raised stilts over the 
waters of Lake Constance, and while 
they’ve since been submerged, you 
can still learn plenty about them at the 
dedicated open air museum. 

CULTURE I EUROPE

Bodensee, Germany7

WHERE TO STAY: 
Elsewhere close to the shores of Lake Constance is Schloss Wartegg: the perfect 
place to marry up days of culture with nights of perfect repose. This place was 
once so popular that Empress Zita - the wife of the last monarch of Austria-
Hungary - used to roam the gardens here. Now, you can soar around them on a 
bike while admiring the many castle sheep - including newborn lambs - that are 
out during the spring season. It’s pastoral perfection. .www.hhe.travel/wartegg
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Kotor, Montenegro8

In between a sky-blue bay and dramatic mountains, the Montenegrin city of Kotor 
thrums with life. With cobbled streets stretching off into the cliffs and dramatic city 
walls casting a unique reflection against the mirror-like waters, this city feels perfectly at 
one with nature, while offering all the exciting benefits of an urban escape. Historians 
will particularly approve of the Cathedral of Saint Tryphon, built in 1116, while explorers 
taking a more languid approach to their World Heritage Day in Europe explorations will 
appreciate Kotor’s mix of colourful cafe bars and immersive local markets. 

WHERE TO STAY: 
Hotel Cattaro has been voted a 
traveller favourite in three categories of 
Kayak’s 2020 awards. Deservingly, too. 
This exceptional property is perfectly-
situated to help you enjoy the best of 
what Kotor has to offer, and is built 
within the town walls itself. 

Decorated to preserve the city’s rich 
history, the hotel hosts luxurious events, 
has its own restaurant and is even 
home to a world-famous nightclub, 
Maximus. Check out this virtual tour 
before you book.
www.hhe.travel/cattaro
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BEAUTIFUL PLACES 
TO BOND WITH YOUR OTHER HALF

You have a lot to choose from when it comes to the best holidays 
for couples in Europe. As a hotbed of captivating coasts, glorious 
cities and amazing countryside, the continent is the perfect place 
to go on any number of adventures for two. Keep reading to 
discover some of our top destinations with a romantic twist. 

INSPIRATION LOCATIONS
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Santorini

WHERE TO STAY: 
Esperas Hotel: based high on the rugged cliffs of Oia and 
composed of several traditional island houses - carved 
directly into the rock - visitors can enjoy unrivalled views 
of the Aegean Sea while experiencing life in a traditional 
Greek home. Hotel highlights include a remarkable on-site 
swimming pool and panoramic terrace, where you can eat, 
relax and daydream each day away in total bliss.
www.hhe.travel/esperas

Aigialos Hotel, voted the ‘Most Romantic Historic Hotel’ in 
2014, offers private terraces that look out across some of the 
island’s best views… and its rooms are filled with character, 
too. Fully renovated in 2009 using local volcanic stone, each 
one has been designed with the island’s seafaring history in 
mind.
www.hhe.travel/aigialos 

A trip to Santorini has long-been considered one of the best 
holidays for couples in Europe… and for very good reason. The 
striking island is defined by its rugged cliffs and astonishing 
sunsets, which together create the perfect location for lovers. 
After spending your day on the waves and sampling Greek 
delicacies (‘saganaki’ is a favourite of ours), there’s nothing 
quite like kicking back, holding hands, and watching the sun 
paint the sky in hues of apricot and cherry red… particularly 
from your very own terrace. 

GREECE

Photo: Esperas Hotel

Photo: Aigialos Hotel
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 FRANCE 

Strasbourg
La Petite-France is the historic centre 
of Strasbourg and sits on the western 
side of the city’s river, the Grande Île. 
You don’t need a jam packed itinerary 
to make the most of this culture-
crammed island: simply wandering the 
streets with a belly full of coffee and 
freshly-baked croissants will be sure to 
perfect your afternoon! 

Admire the historic scenery and 
structures as you stroll by with your 
loved one, and take particular note of 
the Rue du Bain-aux-Plantes. Each 
half-timbered house on this street is 
painted white and sports various sizes 
and shapes, creating an aesthetic that 
leaves quite the impression. 

WHERE TO STAY: 
For staying over, book a room at Hotel Le 
Bouclier d'Or & Spa. Elegance, history and 
grandeur are the hallmarks of traditional 
romance, and this hotel more than delivers on 
all three: from its original features to top-tier 
spa. Enchantment awaits
www.hhe.travel/bouclier-dor.

INSPIRATION LOCATIONS
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SLOVAKIA Banská Štiavnica
This wouldn’t be a list of the best holidays for couples in Europe without mentioning 
Banská Štiavnica. This charming Slovakian town is truly one of the continent’s 
hidden gems, particularly noteworthy for its medieval buildings and ‘love bank’: a 
museum entirely dedicated to lovers, and created based on the world’s longest love 
poem! Nominated for ‘European Museum of the Year 2021’, you can be confident 
you’re in for an exceptional time when you book a visit here. Since 1993, the town 
and its surroundings are proclaimed by the UNESCO as a World Heritage Site.

WHERE TO STAY: 
Just a short drive away is the 
idyllic Hotel Royal Palace: 
a luxury hotel fit for royalty. 
Everybody deserves a little 
star treatment from time to 
time, and this hotel offers just 
that. Unwind with your special 
someone in its spa, known for 
its healing waters, and while 
away some fascinating hours 
getting to know the history 
between the building’s art 
deco architecture - the perfect 
backdrop for many a lovers’ 
selfie. Be still, our beating 
hearts.
www.hhe.travel/royal-palace 
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AUSTRIA

Vienna
Romantic Vienna is the perfect base for any 
number of international date nights… and unique 
ones, at that! Forget dinner and a movie: Riding 
Dinner offers tourists an opportunity to eat 
Viennese delicacies from a horse-drawn carriage 
as it whisks you about the city, allowing you to 
soak up the sights while delighting your senses. 
Alternatively, Vienna’s ball season is an amazing 
way to get to know the capital’s musical culture 
while picking up some new dance moves. With 
plenty of unique activities for lovers on offer, 
Vienna can’t help but provide one of the best 
holidays for couples in Europe.

WHERE TO STAY: 
If that weren’t enough, it’s also home to one of 
the finest historic hotels in our Collection. Built 
in 1600 and serving tourists for centuries, Hotel 
Stefanie is the oldest hotel in the city and is (as 
you’d expect) an expert in hospitality. Between 
its exceptional staff and dreamy bedrooms, 
every day spent here feels like the first day of a 
honeymoon. 
www.hhe.travel/stefanie

INSPIRATION LOCATIONS
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ITALY

Tuscany

WHERE TO STAY: 
Those more in the mood to relax and 
be pampered will find their needs 
met by Villa Le Barone: a four-star 
hotel in the heart of Chianti. This 
serene haven comes complete with 
an outdoor pool and restaurant 
dishing up the finest Tuscan cuisine. 
What’s more, you can book your own 
cooking class as well where you’ll 
receive a hands-on introduction 
whipping up divine Tuscan meals. 
A souvenir that’ll last you and your 
partner a lifetime.
www.hhe.travel/le-barone 

If eating while admiring utopic scenery sounds like your idea of a romantic 
time, then Tuscany is likely calling you and your lover’s names. Famous for its 
remarkable rural views and closeness to nature, this pocket of Italy is perfect 
for couples who like a taste of the outdoors. Tour vineyards, sample local 
cuisine, visit hot springs or take a trip to the fascinating streets of Florence 
for an invigorating and inspiring stay: you can even travel around by Vespa if 
you’re feeling adventurous! 

HistoricHotelsofEurope.com  |  The Historic Traveller    35

http://www.hhe.travel/le-barone
http://www.historichotelsofeurope.com


FESTIVALS EUROPE

FASCINATING 
EUROPEAN FESTIVALS 
TO ATTEND IN 2022
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Photo Credit: Cork International Choral Festival

FASCINATING 
EUROPEAN FESTIVALS 
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Where? Switzerland

What’s on?
Savouring a country’s food takes us closer to 
its heart. You can explore a roster of cultural 
cuisines at the St.Moritz Gourmet Festival. A 
star-studded cast of guest chefs combined 
with top international dishes makes this a 
fairytale holiday for food lover’s. 

Where to stay:
Distinguished executive chefs from partnering 
hotels will also be cooking up delights, 
including our very own luxurious member: 
Waldhaus Sils.
www.hhe.travel/waldhaus-sils

 28 January - 5 February 2022

St. Moritz Gourmet Festival

Where? Ireland

What’s on?
Bringing extraordinary voices together from 
all over the world, Cork International Choral 
Festival is a glorious celebration of choral 
music. This year, you can expect world-class 
performances, competitions and eclectic 
programme that promise to bring the city to 
life.. 

Where to stay:
Make The Metropole Hotel in Cork your 
historic home-from-home during the choral 
festival. Based in the city’s Victorian Quarter, 
the luxurious stay has welcomed stars of the 
screen, art, stage and literature. See why for 
yourself here.
www.hhe.travel/metropole-cork

 27 April - 1 May 2022

Cork International Choral 
Festival

FESTIVALS EUROPE
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Where? Slovenia

What’s on?
For more than five decades, Ljubljana Jazz 
Festival has wowed and entertained locals 
and tourists alike. Bringing in magnificent 
musicians from Europe, Japan and America, 
the festival’s vibrant spirit, carefully chosen 
performers and old-age charm make it one of 
the world’s leading jazz festivals.

Where to stay:
Let charisma and culture flow into your festival 
stay. Reaching Antiq Palace from the jazz 
festival is easy: soon you’ll be immersed in 
16th-century luxury in the beating heart of Old 
Town Ljubljana.
www.hhe.travel/antiq-palace

 15 - 18 June 2022 - Estimated date

Ljubljana Jazz Festival

Where? Austria

What’s on?
The globally acclaimed hit musical staged as 
a large-scale concert in the original location! 
VBW’s internationally successful production 
ELISABETH, penned by renowned duo Michael 
Kunze & Sylvester Levay, will be performed as 
an exceptional concert experience in the grand 
forecourt of Schönbrunn Palace. The famous 
historic setting provides a unique and dignified 
backdrop for the live concert version of the 
dramatic and moving story of the life, times 
and suffering of Empress Elisabeth of Austria.. 

Where to stay:
Speckled with antiques and doused in 
comfort, Hotel Stefanie has been delighting 
guests since the year 1600 – making it the 
oldest hotel in Vienna. With just a three-
minute walk to the city centre, the historic 
hideaway should be top of your to-stay list.
www.hhe.travel/stefanie

 30 June - 2 July 2022

Elisabeth - Concert Show: 
Vienna

Elisabeth – Schönbrunn – Credits: VBW_Show Factory – Herwig Prammer
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Where? Germany

What’s on?
For those who like their festivals with lashings 
of flamboyance, Ansbach Rococo Festival will 
deliver. This Venetian-carnival-esque party 
delivers days of high-energy fun: think music, 
magic, juggling, dancing and big Baroque 
fireworks.. 

Where to stay:
Pair your festival theme with your stay - Hotel 
& Ristorante Schwarzer Bock is a Rococo 
match made in heaven. First built in 1100, the 
family-run stay brings homely traditions into 
the 21st century magnificently.
www.hhe.travel/schwarzer-bock

 30 June - 3 July 2022

Ansbach Rococo Festival

Where? Belgium

What’s on?
Bruges knows how to put on a party. Located 
in the fairytale Minnewater Park, with giant 
trees and healthy food trucks, Cactus Festival 
has won awards for its dedication to eco-
friendly festival-ing. Its motto: “Small is 
beautiful”. But while the carbon footprint is 
small, the musicians playing are big. Previous 
acts include: Gnarls Barkley, Massive Attack, 
Patti Smith, Paul Weller, Elvis Costello, Bryan 
Ferry and Tracy Chapman. 

Where to stay:
Forget tents and portaloos - let Flanders Hotel 
pamper you during the feel-good festival. Just 
a short distance from the festival - and the rest 
of the UNESCO-famed sights of Bruges - it’s 
the ultimate base for in-the-know travellers.
www.hhe.travel/flanders

 8 - 10 July 2022

Cactus Festival: Bruges

FESTIVALS EUROPE
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Where? Italy

What’s on?
Italians love their jazz, too. Umbria Jazz Festival 
is another goose-bump inducing jazz-a-thon 
with an all-star line-up: the likes of Lenny 
Kravitz, Veronica Swift, Stefano Bollani and the 
San Francisco Jazz Collective.. 

Where to stay:
From smooth jazz to sweet silence, former 
monastery Relais San Biagio is conveniently 
located in Perugia, at the slope of the natural 
park of Mount Subasio. The peaceful haven will 
steal you from the chaos, so you can take time 
out for peace, serenity and natural wellness 
treatments.
www.hhe.travel/san-biagio

 8 - 17 July 2022

Umbria Jazz Festival: 
Perugia

Where? Ireland

What’s on?
Culture from all walks of life, in the European 
Capital of Culture 2020. Galway International 
Arts Festival (GIAF) is a place where people 
come together for an extraordinary infusion of 
music, theatre, comedy, literature and all kinds 
of other art forms. This year’s line-up includes 
musical performances from the Pixies and 
Sinead O’Connor, as well as John Gerrard’s 
thought-provoking art installation, ‘Mirror 
Pavilion’. 

Where to stay:
Keep the culture flowing by surrounding 
yourself in the charm and luxury of Gregans 
Castle Hotel. A little more than an hour’s 
drive from GIAF, this 18th-century castle is 
rumoured to have influenced writer J.R.R. 
Tolkien for his Lord of The Rings novels.
www.hhe.travel/gregans-castle

 11 - 24 July 2022

Galway International Arts 
Festival

Rococo Festival – Credits: City of Ansbach
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EQUESTRIAN TRAVEL
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EQUESTRIAN TRAVEL 
DESTINATIONS
TO TRY THIS SPRING

From the dramatic mountains of Italy to the sweeping 
plains of Ireland are some incredible equestrian travel 
destinations to choose from, fit for riders of every skill 
level and travel parties of every size. Coupled with our 
historic hotels across the continent, you have all the 
information you need to start planning an unforgettable, 
horse-centric holiday. Ready to ride into spring?
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1    Merano, Italy
Even without the horse riding element, Merano 
is a beautiful part of the world to encounter. 
An Alpine town in Italy’s South Tyrol region, 
it’s crammed full of natural spas, staggering 
mountains and art nouveau buildings that both 
catch the eye and captivate the spirit.

Fortunately, there are plenty of brilliant riding 
activities to do as well, making it a great horse-
focused holiday pick. Sample a slice of rustic life at 
the riding farm, Obermichelerhof, where you can 
trot by paddocks and meadows  during your own 
private lesson or as part of a group. Further, more 
ambitious riders can opt for guided or day tours, 
where they can explore the stunning sights of 
Verano across a period of two to five hours. 

EQUESTRIAN TRAVEL

For one of our more historic equestrian travel destinations, we’d recommend 
Reiterhof Sulfner. One of the original breeding establishments for the 
Haflinger horse, this institution has been around since 1874 - and its decades 
of experience shows. This expert facility offers a huge range of horse-related 
activities, such as carriage rides, riding lessons, long and short treks by 
horseback across the diverse countryside or guided laps around the facility. 
New and seasoned riders alike are sure to love it. 
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WHERE TO STAY

Combine your trip away with an Italian castle stay 
at Hotel Castel Rundegg. Surrounded by lush 
Mediterranean parkland and offering thirty, elegantly-
furnished rooms and a spa, it’s the epitome of 
decadence. On a more horse-y note - if you’d like to get 
out of the saddle and play spectator for a day - there’s 
also a racecourse nearby which hosts events year-
round..
www.hhe.travel/rundegg

HistoricHotelsofEurope.com  |  The Historic Traveller    45

https://hhe.travel/rundegg
http://www.historichotelsofeurope.com


2 Weeze, Germany

EQUESTRIAN TRAVEL

If you don’t mind a bit of a drive, 
Equi-Art Reitkunst GmbH is also 
a great centre to take note of. With 
some flexible riding lessons to 
choose from - like group lessons 
with up to three riders or an hour-
long session (which includes fifteen 
minutes of tailored feedback) - there 
are multiple ways to refine your skills 
in the saddle. In addition, lessons 
are offered in German, English and 
Portugese, making them even more 
accessible for travellers around the 
globe. .

Düsseldorf and its surrounding areas are home to many of the continent’s best 
equestrian travel destinations. Of special note is Bergerhof, located directly 
on the Rhine. A family business, this equestrian centre prides itself on its 
warm, friendly and efficient service. As with many of the other facilities we’ve 
mentioned, there are lots of activities to choose from here, as well: including 
arena riding, getting fast and furious on a galloping track and meandering 
around pastures. There’s even a riding shop here if you want to buy a unique 
souvenir for a horse lover back home!
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WHERE TO STAY
As Germany’s only inhabitable castle, 
you’re guaranteed a unique night or two 
at Schloss Hertefeld. Their most special 
rooms include a historic Tower Suite and 
“Heaven’s Room”, which has two opulent 
bathtubs and a rooftop for stargazing. In 
driving distance from over a dozen horse 
riding centres in Düsseldorf, it’s in a prime 
spot for equine and history lovers.
www.hhe.travel/hertefeld

Photo Credits: Equi-Art Reitkunst GmbH

Photo: Schloss Hertefeld
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     Dublin, Ireland
Sitting high in the Dublin Mountains is The Paddocks Riding Centre - an 
amazing riding facility with flexibility and fun at its heart. Whether you’re 
travelling solo or planning an event (such as a family get-together), this centre 
can accommodate you. Ride across 3,000 acres (after a champagne reception, if 
you book as part of a group over ten), take part in guided lessons and experience 
a range of equine events throughout the year. 

Irish National Stud and Gardens, based in Kildare, is also one to watch. Home 
to some of Ireland’s most impressive horses, it’s one of the country’s prime 
equestrian travel destinations. Get to know world-class thoroughbreds and learn 
about some decorated stallions at this unmissable locale. 

3

EQUESTRIAN TRAVEL
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WHERE TO STAY
The words “luxury”, “cosy” and “historic” 
go hand-in-hand with Barberstown 
Castle. Relax next to crackling fires in 
traditional lounges, savour gourmet 
dining, taste fine wines and kick back 
in a bespoke bedroom at this 700 
year-old property.
www.hhe.travel/barberstown
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 SPA HOTELS

8 HEALTHY 
RETREATS
TO CLEANSE, DETOX 
AND RESTORE 
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Plan a holiday that’s good for your mind, body and soul by 
venturing to one of our handpicked healthy retreats in Europe. 
These exceptional properties, spread far and wide across the 
continent, pride themselves on their restorative locations and 
wellness-focused facilities: making them ideal escapes for 
those looking to hit the reset button. .

Photo Credits:Gino Park Palace, Slovakia
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Hotel Gino Park Palace: Orlove
SLOVAKIA

Give your body (especially your stomach!) 
the royal treatment by booking a getaway 
at Hotel Gino Park Palace. This hotel prizes 
excellent hospitality above all, particularly 
when it comes to food. Combining traditional 
methods of preparation with seasonal 
ingredients, the on-site chef takes every 
consideration to ensure that all the meals 
served here feel “fresh”: both in the way they 
taste and in their composite originality. You’ll 
love the grounds here, too. Based in a historic 
park, Hotel Gino Park Palace is encircled by 
Slovakia’s finest feats of nature - creating a 
serene setting in which to access your most 
zen state of mind. 
www.hhe.travel/gino-park

 SPA HOTELS
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Not many spa hotels in Europe can boast their own source of mineral thermal 
healing water. Hotel Royal Palace can, though. It makes sense then, that you 
can unwind with old-world therapies – those touted by 13th-century kings – 
and bathe in the golden Royal Bath, a circular pool with thermal water directly 
rising from the depths of the earth. There are a ton of options to indulge in after 
bathing, too. Treat yourself to a royal massage, thermotherapy and more, as well 
as enjoy a range of services using 24 carat gold. www.hhe.travel/royal-palace

SLOVAKIA

Hotel Royal Palace: 
Turčianske Teplice
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Komierowo Palace: Komierowo
Just 11 kilometres from the largest biosphere reserve in Poland is 
Komierowo Palace: a wellness-focused idyll surrounded by centuries-
old oak trees. This renovated palace checks every box when it comes 
to looking after your body. Along with specially-tailored yoga retreats, 
it’s home to tennis courts and an outdoor gym. You can even go wild 
swimming, here, or spend chilled evenings kicking back next to a 
bonfire under a blanket of stars. Both relaxing and invigorating, this 
property has everything.
www.hhe.travel/komierowo

POLAND

 SPA HOTELS
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Saka Manor: Saka
Perched on coastal cliffs and within a protected 
park is Saka Manor: a pearl of pure escapism on 
the edge of Estonia. Once again, a glorious spa is at 
the heart of this property, and various treatments 
- including aromatic massages, jacuzzi baths and 
salt chambers - are on offer to help guests unwind 
to their fullest degree. Its natural surroundings 
go a long way in enabling you to detach from the 
stresses of everyday life, too. After soothing your 
body at the hotel, stretch your legs by wandering 
the nearby beaches, parkland and hiking trails, 
spotting magnificent waterfalls on the way. It’s a 
real treat of a retreat.
www.hhe.travel/saka-manor

ESTONIA
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Penrhiw Priory: St Davids
Sometimes, a countryside escape that 
ticks all the boxes is exactly what’s needed. 
Just think of it: breathing in the meadow-
fresh air, savouring multi-award-winning 
dishes with ingredients sourced from the 
neighbours, and warming up your soul in 
one of the most calm-evoking European 
spas you could imagine. Penrhiw Priory is a 
19th-century haven that can make blissful 
daydreams become heavenly realities. On 
the cusp of the dinky St Davids, you’ll find 
plenty of memorable ways to fill your time at 
this ever-charming property. 
www.hhe.travel/penrhiw

WALES

 SPA HOTELS
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Rubezahl-Marienbad Castle Hotel
West-Bohemian romance comes in waves at Rubezahl-Marienbad: a forest hotel that takes the 
concept of ‘luxury’ to whole new heights. Live piano music plays in the property’s ornate ballroom, 
while meals served on fine china appeal to all the senses. It’s no exaggeration to say that this fairytale 
castle is the place to go for gastro-lovers, culture vultures and pleasure-seekers alike. Not only does 
it still retain the magical mountain spirit of the past, its modern spa and wellness centre, equipped 
with treatments such as a Himalayan salt sauna, wash away your tension and instill serenity.
www.hhe.travel/marienbad

CZECH REPUBLIC
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Ice House Hotel: Mayo

Considered one of the finest spa 
hotels in Europe, Ice House is 
the kind of head-to-toe time-out 
we crave most days. Its award-
winning Chill Spa is a temple 
of treatments and therapies, 
whether you’re after a half-day 
of heaven, morning massage or 
weekend of winding down. For 
a spot of adventure in-between 
your all-important relaxation 
time, you’ll love exploring the 
surrounding area, too. This 1800s 
property is based in Ireland’s Wild 
Atlantic Way - one of the world’s 
longest defined coastal routes.
hhe.travel/ice-house

 SPA HOTELS

IRELAND

58    The Historic Traveller  |  HistoricHotelsofEurope.com

http://hhe.travel/ice-house
http://www.historichotelsofeurope.com


Hotel Villa Cipriani: Asolo
Villa Cipriani dates back to 1889, when English poet Robert Browning purchased 
it and permeated it with Florentine country vibes, of which he loved deeply. This 
character blends perfectly with the rolling hills of Asolo – the dream location for a spa 
retreat. Studded with five perfect stars, guests who venture to this fairytale property 
will experience the very best in hospitality and service, from the hotel’s remarkable 
restaurant to its expansive spa. Expect a sauna, Turkish bath and mood showers, as 
well as a wide range of massages and treatments given by wellness experts.
www.hhe.travel/cipriani 

ITALY
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WINE & DINE: 
4 GOURMET AND 
AWARD-WINNING
RESTAURANTS

Beautiful to look at, delightful to smell and 
delectable on the tongue: the meals served at the 
gourmet restaurants in Europe are truly a treat 
for the senses. We’ve picked four of our favourite 
elegant eateries below for you to factor into your next 
tastebud-pleasing trip. Get ready to feast....

INSPIRATION I FOOD

Photo Credits: Avli Restaurant, Greece
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After pampering your palate enjoy a night 
of unparalleled bliss at Dwór Sieraków. 
Luxe rooms look out over four hectares of 
enchanting green grounds, beyond which 
Poland’s best sights are only a short drive 
away. See the lively streets of Krakow, ski in 
Myślenice, go golfing and much more from 
this serene and well-situated property.
www.hhe.travel/sierakow 

For three years, Dwór Sieraków Restaurant 
has been awarded by the Gauilt and Millau 
culinary guide: a well-earned achievement 
that accurately highlights its sophisticated 
menu. This restaurant specialises in 
traditional dishes with a modern twist, and 

uses only the freshest and most seasonal 
ingredients to craft them. To that end, 
they adapt their dishes four times a year, 
so dinners here are a constant surprise. 
Definitely worth multiple trips. 

SIERAKÓW - POLAND

Dwór Sieraków Restaurant

INSPIRATION I FOOD
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Ghan House Restaurant

CARLINGFORD - RELAND 

Ghan House also offers incredible 
accommodation. Benefit from one 
of its gorgeous suites, crammed 
with amenities, before exploring the 
many sights the area has to offer, 
such as the UNESCO burial sites of 
Newgrange and Knowth or ferry 
rides on Carlingford Lough
www.hhe.travel/ghan-house 

This 2AA Rosette Restaurant is a 
popular pick for all food lovers in 
this corner of Ireland, particularly 
those with a penchant for 
seafood. Their head chef, 
Stephanie le Sourne, has been 
running the kitchen for nearly 
ten years, and crafts delectable 
fish-focused recipes from the 
surrounding lough, including 
Ballagan lobster. If that weren’t 
enough to tempt you, it’s also 
nabbed several awards over 
the years, such as the Gourmet 
Getaway of the Year award at the 
the Irish Hotel Awards. Need we 
say more?
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RETHYMNON OLD CITY - GREECE

Avli Restaurant
When seeking the finest gourmet 
restaurants in Europe, don’t overlook Avli 
Restaurant. Combining Cretan and Greek 
culinary traditions, this gorgeous spot - 
encased by vibrant crawling flowers and 
quintessentially Mediterranean stone walls 
- is the perfect place to spend an evening or 
two dining in style. The ‘Anthi’ appetiser is 
a particular favourite of ours: a piquant dish 
consisting of zucchini flowers, soft goat’s 
cheese and spearmint.

For your stay, enjoy eclecticism at its most 
extraordinary at Avli Lounge Apartments. 
This one-off hotel was once the home of 
a Venetian lord, as well as an olive press, 
soap factory and tannery. Parts of its 
multi-layered past have been preserved 
throughout, from its Venetian arches to 
antique furniture and unique works of art. 
You won’t be bored for a second.
www.hhe.travel/avli-lounge 

INSPIRATION I FOOD
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Puteus 
Restaurant
Sequestered away on the idyllic 
island of Brač, Puteus Restaurant 
awaits, primed to please your palate 
with a range of local specialties. With 
perfectly prepared and plated meat, 
seafood and salad dishes, there’s no 
better place to embark on a Croatian 
culinary adventure. You’ll savour 
every bite..

 
For the night, say hello to five-star 
service at Puteus Palace! With only 
fifteen rooms and suites, the staff at 
this hotel are able to offer the finest 
level of service to each of its guests. 
Along with its restaurant, make sure 
you take advantage of the property’s 
terrace and pool, and ask about its 
vibrant history. A renovated palace 
from 1467, it certainly has a lot of it. 
www.hhe.travel/puteus

ISLAND OF BRAČ - CROATIA 
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MEET THE
GUARDIANS 
KEEPING EUROPE'S
HISTORIC HOTELS ALIVE

HOTEL  STORIES
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Behind every great historic hotel is a team 
of hardworking, enthusiastic and dedicated 
hoteliers that go above and beyond to look 
after the property in their care. 

We caught up with the people spearheading 
two of the most beloved and distinguished 
properties in our Collection to find out what 
they’ve done - and what they’re currently 
doing - to set their hotels apart from the 
competition. 
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AUSTRIA

Hotel Stefanie:
Vienna

Conveniently situated in Vienna’s first district is Hotel Stefanie: an exemplar of 
Austrian tradition and culture and one of our most esteemed historic hotels. We 
spoke to its owner, Dr. Schick, to find out what makes his hotel so special and 
some of the things he does to keep its historic spirit alive. 

It was back in 1888 when my great-grandfather acquired the ‘White Rose’ hotel. He 
renamed it Hotel Stefanie in memory of the marriage between the Crown Prince, 
Rudolf, and Princess Stephanie of Belgium. The property has stayed in my family 
ever since. In fact, we’re the fourth generation to have managed it. 

It’s an immense honour being at the helm of this historic hotel, and we do 
everything we can to preserve its roots while making it comfortable for the 
contemporary traveller. Over the past few years we’ve implemented an extensive 
renovation program combining the charm of days gone by with modern needs. 
That’s our vision, in a nutshell: ensuring that our guests have the elegant four-star 
experience they desire alongside hundreds of years of tradition. 

On that note, I’ve always been passionate about the history of this place. Along 
with the restoration work, we hired a historian to research Hotel Stefanie’s storied 
past. One of their most exciting discoveries was several pieces of evidence that 
show that Hotel Stefanie really is the oldest hotel in Vienna. It’s exciting to have the 
documentation to prove it.

You’ll find personal anecdotes and touches everywhere in the property, too. I’m a 
big fan of collectibles so Hotel Stefanie is filled to the brim with them, especially in 
the hotel lounge: though you’ll also find them in the restaurant, library, café bar and 
along the building’s halls, where numerous antiques sit in display cabinets on the 
walls or in recesses.

History lovers will be amazed with what we have managed to gather. Among 
our finest treasures are some elaborately-designed clocks from the 17th and 18th 
centuries, as well as spectacular silverware from the 18th century. There’s some 
stunning porcelain collections here as well, ranging from service sets to dishes and 
plates, including designs by Meissen and the much-coveted ‘Imperial Manufactory’ 
collection by Anton Kothgasser. Our crown jewel, though, is the original wash basin 
set of Princess Stephanie, complete with pitcher and washing pan. Having it is a 
great way to remind ourselves of our historic hotel’s roots and namesake. For us, 
that’s priceless.  

www.hhe.travel/stefanie

HistoricHotelsofEurope.com  |  The Historic Traveller    69

http://www.hhe.travel/stefanie
http://www.historichotelsofeurope.com


HOTEL  STORIES

70    The Historic Traveller  |  HistoricHotelsofEurope.com

http://www.historichotelsofeurope.com


IRELAND

Though I’ve been managing Fernhill House for over a decade, the property has 
actually been in my family for a lot longer: since 1946, when my great-grandparents 
bought it. Their investment became our family business, and we’ve been going 
strong for nearly a century.

I take my inheritance very seriously, and as a family operator, wear a great many hats! 
My day to day is extremely varied and can include everything from service to garden 
design and cheffing to finances. It’s what makes my job so exciting, and what we 
hope translates into such a personable and memorable experience for our guests. 
We all pitch in, and put our heart into everything. 

Recently, we’ve been focusing a lot on how to make our practices more sustainable 
without compromising the historic integrity of this astonishing building. One of the 
things we’ve done is plant over 3,000 trees - an achievement I’m particularly proud 
of. We’ve also rewilded areas of the land, which now display Ireland’s gorgeous, 
natural biodiversity and environment while capturing a huge amount of carbon. 
Elsewhere, we have expanded our historic walled kitchen garden to grow more of 
our own produce and reduce food miles, and have also refurbished our bedrooms, 
practicing sustainable interior design by upcycling things like picture frames with 
the help of local producers. It’s been a great exercise in preserving the past here, 
while at the same time reworking our practices to protect the planet.

Focusing so much on our exterior landscape, in particular, has also given us the 
opportunity to refresh what makes Fernhill House so special: our gardens. They’re 
truly amazing, and we count ourselves lucky to have designs from the wonderful 
Mary Reynolds feature that echo the beauty of celtic Ireland. I’d also say that 
colourful stories are at the heart of this historic hotel. I love regaling guests with fun 
tales, particularly the one about the judge who changed the world with the help of 
a snail and another about a ‘leprechaun haunting’! You’ll never leave Fernhill House 
without an extraordinary story to tell. 
 
www.hhe.travel/fernhill

Fernhill House 
Hotel: West Cork

Fernhill House is resplendent both inside and out. From its sprawling gardens to 
its pristine and vibrant rooms, guests have been falling in love with the property 
for years. We spoke to the proprietor, Michael O’Neill Jr., on the recent work he’s 
done to the historic hotel and what he thinks makes it such a unique destination
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SUSTAINABILITY

Green Key’s International Director, Finn Bolding Thomsen, updates about 
the recent activities in the Green Key programme:   

The Covid crisis hit the hospitality industry firmly. During this uncertain time, we have supported our 
Green Key awarded establishments by showing flexibility in the certification process and by running 
campaigns that were tailored to the needs during the pandemic. Although 2021 was a better year 
than 2020 for the hospitality industry, Covid-19 is still imposing restrictions on travel and meetings.  

The pandemic has also opened our eyes to another and even more harmful crisis that we urgently 
need to tackle, namely the climate crisis. In Green Key, we have new criteria taking effect from 2022 
with an increased focus on the measurement of the carbon emissions of an establishment, and 
the actions to actively reduce the carbon footprint. Our criteria also have an increased focus on our 
contribution to the protection of global biodiversity and the reduction of pollution. Our ambition is 
to support our participating establishments through training, webinars, and other supporting tools, 
and to use our large network to share best practices. We also want to increase awareness of the 
guests visiting Green Key certified accommodation through information and involvement during the 
visit as well as promotion of the sustainability efforts through social media, etc.  

Green Key is additionally pleased to report on the programme’s involvement in the COP26, in 
Glasgow, Scotland where the “Glasgow Declaration” was announced with the aim of having the 
hospitality industry committing to a carbon net-zero future by 2050, and Green Key is planning to 
join the Glasgow Declaration.   

Green Key believes that partnerships are crucial in the efforts on tackling the climate crisis, and we 
are very happy to have Historic Hotels of Europe (HHE) as an important partner in this work. We are 
proud that several HHE hotels have already joined the programme, and more establishments are 
joining in the coming period.  

To find out more:  
Green Key: www.greenkey.global or contact Finn Bolding Thomsen via e-mail finn@fee.global. 

Partnerships for
SUSTAINABLE
TOURISM

Eco-label in the hospitality industry
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The Global Forest Fund
The Global Forest Fund is a unique carbon 
compensation initiative that allows businesses 
and individuals to reduce their carbon 
footprint by providing valuable resources and 
environmental education to communities 
around the world. 

Travellers can use the Global Forest Fund web 
platform to calculate their carbon emissions 
across a range of transport options and 
compensate for those emissions by donating 
to tree-planting and environmental training 
projects that help mitigate climate change 
and protect global biodiversity. 

To find out more:
Global Forest Fund: www.gff.global

Sustainable Voucher

The collaboration between the Historic Hotels of the Europe and the Global Forest Fund helps 
travellers reduce their environmental footprint and make their vacations more sustainable by 
purchasing Historic Hotels of Europe travel vouchers. When you purchase a Gift Experience 
Voucher through Historic Hotels of Europe, a portion of the proceeds are donated to the Global 
Forest Fund to support global environmental projects that plant trees, capture carbon, restore 
nature, protect biodiversity, build sustainable communities and educate the next generation 
of environmental leaders. The latest Global Forest Fund project launched in November 2020 

will engage 1,500 students in Kenya, 
who will plant 10,000 trees over three 
years while also learning about Green 
Enterprise and sustainable livelihoods. 

In addition to the automatic donation 
from the purchase of any Historic 
Hotels of Europe Gift Experience 
Voucher, you can choose to contribute 
an additional sum starting from 5€ 
to directly support the Global Forest 
Fund. 

To find out more: 
gifts.historichotelsofeurope.com

Donation Voucher
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Discover a stay with style, substance, and 
soul. when you explore our Collection. 
Each of our members have a story - some 
may be obvious, some less so. But each 
has moved us to share it. And in sharing, 
we hand the story over to you. 

You’ll find a wealth of historic hotels, 
castles, manors and country houses, 
bursting with fascinating tales and 
unique experiences. 

Browse our handpicked treasures and 
start planning your own ‘Story to Share’.

Are you ready to make 
New Experiences?

Plan your next journey with
Historic Hotels of Europe

Hotels published in this edition
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Hotel Stefanie I AUSTRIA
Flanders Hotel I BELGIUM
Puteus Palace I CZECH REPUBLIC
Rubezahl-Marienbad Castle Hotel I CZECH 
REPUBLIC
Saka Manor I Estonia
Hotel L’Helios & SPA I FRANCE
Hotel Le Bouclier d’Or I FRANCE
Hotel Schwarzer Bock I GERMANY
Schloss Hertefeld I GERMANY
Allegory Boutique Hotel I GREECE
Aigialos Hotel I GREECE
Avli Lounge Apartments I GREECE
Barberstown Castle I IRELAND
Fernhill House Hotel I IRELAND 
Ghan House I IRELAND
Gregans Castle I IRELAND 
Ice House Hotel I IRELAND
No.1 Pery Square Hotel  I IRELAND
Renvyle House Hotel & Resortl  I IRELAND
The Metropole Hotel CorkI IRELAND
Grand Hotel et de Milan ITALY
Hotel Alte Goste ITALY
Hotel Castel Rundegg ITALY
Hotel Villa Cipriani ITALY
Locanda dei Mai Intees ITALY
Relais San Biagio ITALY
Villa Le Barone ITALY
Hotel Cattaro I MONTENEGRO
Komierowo Palace I POLAND
Sierakow Manor I POLAND
Solar Do Castelo I PORTUGAL
Gino Park Palace I SLOVAKIA
Hotel Royal Palace I SLOVAKIA
Hotel Chesa Grishuna I SWITZERLAND
Hotel Falken I SWITZERLAND
Hotel Waldhaus Sils I SWITZERLAND
Schloss Wartegg I SWITZERLAND 
Penrhiw Priory I WALES
Roch Castle I WALES
Twr y Felin Hotel I WALES
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bon, Bruges, Tuscany, Horse riding 
Canva.com: St Davids Cathedral, Monastery in 
Lisbon, Gallery in Milan, Limerick Castle, 
Prehistoric Dwelling Lake Costance 
Yayimages.com: Santorini, Strasbourg  
Unsplash.com: Vienna.
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Gift Experience Voucher — an eco-friendly 
present for your loved one, family member or 
friend! 

Worth between 50 – 1,500€, this voucher can be put 
towards a holiday at any participating property in our 
Collection. Each voucher is valid for 5 years.

There’s no greater gift than the gift of travel
Happiness guaranteed!

For more information:
Gifts.HistoricHotelsofEurope.com

Use the promo code to 
save 5% when you buy 

any of our voucher:
HHE2022

5%
Discount

Give Memories to last a Lifetime
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